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Looking at:

·Ephemera

·Realia

·In Analytics

·Offprints/Detached Articles

·Photocopies

·Manuscripts

·What do you need to catalog?



EphemeraτWhat is it?

ά9ǇƘŜƳŜǊŀ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƻǊ 
(and sometimes major) everydaydocuments 
intended for one-time or short-term use. 
The 402-page Encyclopedia of Ephemeralists 
more than 500 categories from bookmarks 
to fruit wrappers to posters to theater 
ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎέ

The Ephemera Society of America: 
http://www.ephemerasociety.org/whatisephe

mera.html

http://www.ephemerasociety.org/whatisephemera.html
http://www.ephemerasociety.org/whatisephemera.html


EphemeraτWhy would you keep 
it?
·Historical research

·Popular culture research

·Print culture/literacy research

·Primary sources that document daily life

·άIǳƳŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜέ όDŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΣ ууύ

·Source types help students develop 
critical thinking (Gardner, 90) 

·Many patrons (and librarians) perceive as 
fun!



Cataloging Challenges

·Lack titles

·Lack recognizable author

·Lack context

·άƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎƛƴƎ Χ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ 
because bibliographic control of 
ŜǇƘŜƳŜǊŀ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŦŀƴŎȅέ ό/ƻǇŜƭŀƴŘΣ ǇΦ 
187, citing a 1992 article)

·Requires research

·At the end of the backlog line



Before cataloging

·What cataloging rules to follow?
·What format is it? (print w/ill. or visual 

w/print, etc.)
·Individual or collection record/s?
·How will patrons use this information? 
·How can you achieve consistency in 

cataloging, esp. in large collections?
·How will you store the material?                                                                                             
·Do a preliminary inventory (Copeland, 188) 

to discover duplicates



Cataloging Ephemera

Cataloging individual monographic text 
ephemera:

·Like a book (Bksformat)

BLvL: m=monograph

300 $a  [8] p.

300 $a [1] leaf





Cataloging collection monographic 
text ephemera:

·Books format

·BLvl: c=collection

·300  3 pamphlets

·300  14 leaflets

·505  Contents,  or 500 note describing 
contents



Cataloging individual 2-d visual 
ephemera

·ά¢ȅǇŜέҐƪ  ƴƻƴ-projected graphic

·άTmatέҐi picture

·GMD= [picture]

·ά¢ŜŎƘέ ά¢ƛƳŜέҐ ƴ  ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ


