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ONCE UPON A TIME, IN
PARSONS, KANS







SOUTHEAST KANSAS
FARM HISTORY CENTER

x Foundedin 2002 by volunteers

X One of the initial goals was to
develop an oral history program

X Recelved a Heritage Grant in 2008
through Kansas Humanities
Council (just under $3,000)
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with 75t anniversary of the New Deal)

X Interviewees: 75 years old or older; lived on

a farm during their early years

x 29 people interviewed during grant period
(Aug. 2008-0ct. 2009)



X |nterviewers were all volunteer

X Money from grant used to pay
transcribers; but when the money
ran out, one of the transcribers

became a volunteer

X To date (Sept 2011) there have been

45 Interviews



WHY?

X Information is quickly disappearing

x Of the 10 interviewees in the first
phase of this PSU joint project, 3 have

since passed away



WHY? EDUCATION
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WHY? EDUCATION

04 EA Clirstderiuy student arrives in

our classes with a shorter attention span, an
uncanny ability to multitask, and a need to

find meaning in his or her academic
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ORIGINAL PROJECT
STAFF

Project Director. Pam Cress

Interviewers: Pam Cress, Jean Strader,
Joan Tongier

Transcriptionists: Pat White, Joan
Tongier

Archivist and Website: Jean Strader

Historical Consultant: Michelle Martin

Publicity: Kari West
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SEK FARM HISTORY BOARD

Kari West
Public Information Officer

P.O. Box 1037 The mission of the Southeast Kansas Farm History Board is to document, preserve and
Parsons, KS 67357 demonstrate our rural farm heritage and practices.

Mission Statement

& 620-421-7030
£620-421-7089
Email Address
L, Staff Directory

KEY SECTIONS

» Rec Commission

» Library Board

» SEK Farm History
Board

Department Home

DIVISION INFO.
Events Calendar

Additional Information
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HOME LIBRARY SERVICES LOCAL HISTORY/GENEALOGY SITES TO EXPLORE ABOUT US HeLZARGINIIOAE (0N =01

Posts Comments

§, Parsons Public Library

311 S. 17th Street, Parsons KS 67357 | ‘
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at's New?
- Oral History Project ~ T'htsTe
Y | \ % New Books at the Library
I I i e s h K F H - New Videos at the Library
. ~&. =~ Southeast Kansas FarmHistory 0T
. P ” New Audio Books at the
arsons Project Overview: Library
PRIy L e
The Oral History Project is a multi-phase project to chronicle and preserve firsthand accounts, as well as stories passed down from generation Calendar of Events at the
Hours to generation, about farming and farm life in Southeast Kansas during the late 1800s and early 1900s. Library
WINTERHOURS L ey

(Oct. 1-Memorial Day) Our Current Newsletter

Mon -Thu 9:00 - 7:30 (ODF foruai)

Fi900-500 . ayaas. 444444 T

Gat 10:00 - 4:00 ”

Sun CLOSED Online Resources
SUMMER HOURS KS State Library Databases
(Memorial Day-Sept. 30)

Mon9:00-7:30 0 el PR A

Tue 9:00 - 5:30 PSU Consortium Catalog

Wed 9:00 - 5:30 (includec nartial haldinas T
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LIE LHLEI VIEWY,

The Great Depression changed history and molded a generation. The farm people who were interviewed for this project survived the "Dirty
Thirties” by hanging on to their land and raising much of their own food. Their memories reflect the tenaciousness of farmers everywhere in
America’s heartland. Yet, despite lack of money, harsh weather, and lots of hard work, they still remember some good times from an era when
family and community were essential. Explore a sampling of some of their stories: (Adobe Acrobat Reader required).

o Last Name Starts With: A through G
# Last Name Starts With: H through M
o Last Name Starts With: N through §
o Last Name Starts With: T through Z

Project Sponsors:

The Southeast Kansas Farm History Center is the main project sponsor. Created in 2002, the group is an Advisory Board to the Parsons City
Commission. Its mission is to document, preserve, and demonstrate our rural Southeast Kansas farm history and practices.

Parsons Public Library is a partner in the project. The Library will archive and catalog the interviews and transcripts and will make them
available to the public and to researchers.

How to Access the Interviews:

Check for availability at Parsons Public Library. Patrons visiting the library will be able to check out printed transcripts of the interviews or listen
to recordings of the interviews stored on DVDs. People not able to come to Parsons can go to their own local library and request an Interlibrary
Loan for the transcripts. The interviews are cataloged individually in the Kansas Library Catalog under the heading "Southeast Kansas Farm
History”.

How to Participate:

m

The Southeast Kansas Farm History Center wants to continue to collect oral histories about farm life in the "good old days.” If you are an older
resident who lived on a farm in Southeast Kansas, your memories and stories are valuable and need to be preserved for future generations. If
you would like to be interviewed or nominate someone else to be interviewed, please contact Pam Cress, 620-421-5404.

Project Staff:

Project Director; Pam Cress

Interviewers: Pam Cress, Jean Strader, Joan Tongier
Transcriptionists: Pat White, Joan Tongier

Archivist and Website: Jean Strader

Historical Consultant: Michelle Martin

Publicity: Kari West
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Oral History Project

IMpactor tne NeW Dear o SoUtnedst Ransas FarmT LiTe

Date
Interviewee Photo Biography Excerpt from Interview Interviewed

Fred Black Fred was born in the 1930s in On farming with horses: "There 06/15/09

Nowata County, Oklahoma. He and | was no expense basically, you

his family moved to a farm just know. You could raise enough

north of Mound Valley, Kansas in grain to feed a horse. And you

1946 and he has lived in that area didn't have to buy fuel to run it.

ever since. As a teenager he worked | And they weren't all that

with his siblings doing custom hay | expensive to buy. And if you

baling and running a stationary could raise a colt, you know,

threshing machine. He ran a dairy while you worked a mare. And

operation for many years in addition | so it them days, you know, they

to raising beef cattle, wheat, Just wasn't much money, and

soybeans, and milo. you got by with what you had.”
Margaret Leah Canfield Margaret Leah Canfield was born in | On the days before rural 06/09/09

the 1910s in rural Labette County. electrification: "We had a Delco

Leah's maiden name was Sanders. | system with a wind charger and
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Leonard H. Axe Librar ital Collections

se : a nced search : preferances : my fa i : about : help

ch _ _sea rch

Welcome to the Axe Library Digital Collections

The Leonard H. Axe Library Digital Collections contain selectad matarial from the Axe Special Collactions and Archives pertaining primarily
to Southeast Kansas and Pittsburg State University. The collections specialize in printad materials from Southeast Kansas, its culture and
inhabitants, and the correspondence, libraries, business files and memorabilia of significant Southeast Kansans. All printaed items are listed
in the Library catalog. Photographs, correspondence, manuscripts, and other non-print materials are cataloged in the Special Collections
Reading room. For more information and a complete listing of Collections available visit the Axe Special C

Collections and Archives v

List of Collections
b Ira Clemens Photograph Album, 1923

A collection of photographs. postcards, and notes compiled in 1923 by Ira Clemens. The
materials concern mining communities and towns in Crawford and Cherckee Counties in
Kansas and Mindenmines, Missouri. The photographs consist primarily of street scenes,
churches, public buildings such as libraries and schools, recreational buildings and parks, and
residences of miners. The notes typically define the physical location of the community,
indicate the population characteristics, identify the major buildings. disclose bank holdings.
and other features of the community. For more information visit the Ira Clemens Photog
Album website.

Browse Items in this Collection

Search this collection:

| search

The Gordon Parks Collection

The digital collection contains selected photographs relating to the filming of "The Learning
Trea". The full collection consists of photographs, bicgraphical materials, posters, and other
items pertaining to the career of Gordoen Parks. For more infermation visit the =
Collection wabsite.

Browse Items in this Collection

Search this collection:

| search

The Arnold Clayton Watkins Collection-1942-1945

The digital collection contains photographs collected by Arncld Clayton Watkins of Pittsburg,
Kansas, during his service in the United States Tenth Army Air Force Photo Intelligence
Detachment in World War II. Watkins was attached to the Ninth Army Air Force for most of his
service. The photographs were taken in Europe and North Africa. They include images of Army
Air Force personnel and activities; aerial and ground images of bombers and bembing
missions of the United States Eighth and Minth Army Air Forces; German military commanders
and leaders of the National Socialist Party, including Adolf Hitler and Hermann Goering: and
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PARTNER PROCESS FOR
PSU

x Began with an email from JeanStrader;
May 26, 2010

x F2F meeting in Parsons, July 27, 2010
X Lots of emaills

X Formal and informal meetings of PSU

participants



PARTNER PROCESS FOR
PSU

X Roles

X Ownership

X Technology

X Vision of end product

x Agreement!
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