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ONCE UPON A TIME, IN 
PARSONS, KANSAS é 



VISION  

Every moment is a golden one for him who 
has the vision to recognize it as such ɂ
Henry Miller (author)  



SOUTHEAST KANSAS 
FARM HISTORY CENTER 

×Founded in 2002 by volunteers 

×One of the initial goals was to 

 develop an oral history program 

×Received a Heritage Grant in 2008 

 through Kansas Humanities 

 Council (just under $3,000) 
 



×'ÒÁÎÔ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ Ȱ)ÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .Å× $ÅÁÌ ÏÎ 

 3ÏÕÔÈÅÁÓÔ +ÁÎÓÁÓ &ÁÒÍ ,ÉÆÅȱ ɉÃÏÉÎÃÉÄÅÄ 

 with 75 th anniversary of the New Deal) 

×Interviewees: 75 years old or older; lived on 

 a farm during their early years 

×29 people interviewed during grant period  

 (Aug. 2008-Oct. 2009) 



×Interviewers were all volunteer 

×Money from grant used to pay 

 transcribers; but when the money 

 ran out, one of the transcribers 

 became a volunteer 

×To date (Sept 2011) there have been 

 45 interviews 



WHY?   

× Information is quickly disappearing   

× Of the 10 interviewees in the first 

phase of this PSU joint project, 3 have 

since passed away 



WHY?  EDUCATION  

Ȱ7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ȣ ÏÆÆÅÒ 

ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÃ ÆÁÃÔÓ ȣ ÔÈÅÙ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÆÁÉÌ ÔÏ 

connect the broader national trends to 

ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÌÉÖÅÓȱ 

 ɀ 0ÁÔÔÉÅ $ÉÌÌÏÎ Ȱ4ÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÓÔ  

 4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ /ÒÁÌ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȱ 



WHY?  EDUCATION  

Ȱ4ÈÅ Ô×ÅÎÔÙ-first -century student arrives in 

our classes with a shorter attention span, an 

uncanny ability to multitask, and a need to 

find meaning in his or her academic 

ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓȱ 

ɂ'ÌÅÎÎ 7ÈÉÔÍÁÎ Ȱ-ÏÔÉÖÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 4×ÅÎÔÙ-

&ÉÒÓÔ #ÅÎÔÕÒÙ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ /ÒÁÌ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȱ 



WHY?  



ORIGINAL PROJECT 
STAFF  

Project Director: Pam Cress  

Interviewers: Pam Cress, Jean Strader, 

Joan Tongier   

Transcriptionists: Pat White, Joan 

Tongier   

Archivist and Website: Jean Strader  

Historical Consultant: Michelle Martin  

Publicity: Kari West  
 



SHARING  



http:// axedigital.pittstate.edu/cdm -sekfarm/contact.html  



PARTNERS  



 



 



 



 



 



PARTNER PROCESS FOR 
PSU 

×Began with an e-mail from Jean Strader, 

 May 26, 2010 

×F2F meeting in Parsons, July 27, 2010 

×Lots of e-mails 

×Formal and informal meetings of PSU 

 participants 

 



PARTNER PROCESS FOR 
PSU 

×Roles 

×Ownership 

×Technology 

×Vision of end product 

×Agreement! 

 



WORK  



 


