
Replacing Spaces in the 001 Tag With the MARC Editor 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please check on your dataloads, as you receive new records, to ensure that your 001 tag, if present, has 
letters and numbers in a single string WITHOUT SPACES, such as, ocm56733053 or KSUC02341630.  
Occasionally various book jobbers try to use the 001 as their inventory control number, with results as 
below, putting SPACES inbetween record identifier and the numeric inventory control.   
 
Having spaces gives us difficulty in overlays and retrieval in the 001 (or Utility/OCLC Number tag), 
because the overlay feature usually goes only to the first “glump” of data, ie., the “bl” – then it sees a 
break and thinks, okay, I’m done, when, in fact, it is the numeric part that makes the “bl” the most 
unique. 
 
If you receive records from a supplier with this in them, you have two choices:  either remove the entire 
001 (which is NOT preferable as it can be a useful access point); or, fix the 001 and remove the space.   
 
To remove the space in the marc editor, use the following set of commands:    
 
UBR, identify the Bib by bib number or other means, Select Bib, 001:   
 

 
 



 
Once in the edit line of the 001, type:  .r/  // followed by the return key.  This replaces whatever 
character  is between the first slash and the second slash with whatever charac ter is between the 2nd 
and third slash, or in this case, nothing, removing the space.   
 
File the record away, and be happy!   
 
If you see that you have a large set of books from the same jobber or publisher, call Susan and she’ll run 
a list for you, which will make it easier for you to correct them en masse. 
 


