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άLƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ 
consortia for libraries is a 
ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ ό{ƘŀǊƻƴ [Φ 
Bostick, 2001)

1880sτ

ÁLibrary Journal published 
articles on library 
cooperation

ÁALA had a Cooperation 
Committee
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ALA Cooperation Committee

ÁMelvil Dewey formed in the spring of 1877

ÁάǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǿ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀƎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
ordering standard supplies from 
manufacturers, and he promised volume 
ōǳȅƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎέ 
(Wiegand, p. 53)
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Early 1900s

ÁLibrary of Congress began card distribution
Provided cards for 95 years, ending in 1997

ÁPublication of LCSH, the first nation-wide 
subject classification system
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1933
ÁTriangle Research Libraries Network, formed 

from geographically related institutions
ÁCǊƻƳ ²Ŝō ǇŀƎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΥ άǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

to marshal the financial, human, and information 
resources of their research libraries through 
cooperative efforts in order to create a rich and 
unparalleled knowledge environment that 
furthers the universities' teaching, research, and 
service missions (emphasis mine)
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1972 publications

ÁDirectory of Academic Library Consortia

ÁGuidelines for Library Cooperation: 
Development of Academic Library Consortia
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[ŀǘŜ Ψслǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ψтлǎ 
ÁPeriod of growth
ÁLibrary consortia began forming around 

library automation initiatives
ÁFormation of several major 

national/international utilitiesτOCLC, RLIN
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Today
ÁConsortia are of many types, formed for many 

reasons
ÁThere are statewide consortia, sometimes called 

networks
ÁSome consortia are free; some charge 

membership
ÁMembership for some is voluntary; for some, it is 

mandatory (governmental mandate)
ÁA single institution may belong to many consortia
ÁMany institutions belong to some type of catalog 

consortium
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ÁVirtual catalogτpatrons of member libraries 
Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŀƳƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǳǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǎΣ 
and request an interlibrary loan online--many 
catalogs, interconnected 
(MAVCτMassachusetts Virtual Catalog)

ÁUnion catalogτone catalog, many institutions 
(WorldCat, PSU Dynix catalog)
ÁStaff pacτCatalog from staff point of view
ÁIpacτCatalog from public point of view 

(Internet interface)
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PSU Dynix Consortium members
ÁPittsburg State University
ÁUSD 250 (High school, Middle school, 

Elementary schools)
ÁPittsburg Public Library
ÁFt. Scott Community College
ÁEureka Public Library
ÁSedan Public Library
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ÁSchool libraries
ÁUniversity library
ÁCommunity college library
ÁPublic libraries

Different: clientele; needs; materials; cataloging 
foci; records
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