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Copy cataloging (aka òAdaptive 

catalogingó)ñWhat is it?

As opposed to ñoriginal catalogingò where 

we would create a MARC record ñfrom 

scratch,ò in copy cataloging, we choose 

an existing record (aka ñexisting copyò) 

from a database to load into our catalog. 

We will edit the record according to our 

local specifications before or after 

download



Copy catalogingñWhy do we need 

it? Is it òcheating?ó

¾ Cataloging is labor intensive. If we share the 
labor (i.e. use one anotherôs ñcopyò) we save 
time, lots of time)

¾ When do you copy cat? Anytime you can find 
copy!

¾ Most of the cataloging you do will be copy 
cataloging, with records you choose from a 
database, or records that come from vendors

¾ Is it cheating? NO! (not usually, to most 
people)



Howdoes one copy catalog?

¾ Need MARC copy (should be a match)

Copy comes from vendors or other databases

¾ Edit according to local quality specifications 
(you need local specifications: I will show you 
some basic quality considerations)

Local specifications should be available where 
you are working (if not, deciding what they will 
be beforehand is desirable)



Cataloging can be confusing!



Choosing recordsñchoosing òa 

matchó

¾Things to consider (ñmatch pointsò)

¾What can complicate your choice?

¾What does not matter at all (or at least 

very much) in matching?



Axe Library Consortium matching 

guidelines are based on:

OCLCôs Bibliographic Formats and 

Standards Chapter 4ðòWhen to Input a 

New Recordò

http://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/input/

http://www.oclc.org/bibformats/en/input/


Choosing catalog recordsñCritical 

match points (for books)

¾ Title!     245, NR, Mandatory

¾ Publisher, 260, R, RIA

¾ Date of publication 260 $c, R, RIA

¾ Edition statements 250, NR, RIA

¾ Physical description 300, R,  mandatory

¾ Numbers (ISBN, LCCN, etc.) 010, 020, R, RIA

¾ Format

NR=Not repeatable     R=repeatable

RIA= required if applicable



Look at the crucial pieces, but make a 

decision from your view of the 

whole



Chief source of information for 

book titles is Title page (AACR2R 

2.0B2)

Title page= A page at the beginning of 

an item bearing the title proper and 

usually, though not necessarily, the 

statement of responsibility and the data 

relating to publication (AARC2R 

glossary)



Title page

The 

Wonderful 

World of 

Horses

by Joy Smith

Scholastic     New York

2010



Title page (contõ)

Title page includes any substitute [see 
footnote of rule cited above].

Title page substitute use is cited in the record as 
a 500 note. Examples (only one per record):

500  Cover title. 

500  Caption title.

500  Running title.



When book has no title page, use 

a substitute, usually the cover

Cover 1st page of book

The 

Wonderful 

World of 

Horses

Joy Smith

Chapter 1

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



245

As a rule, information for: 

245 $a [main title]

245 $b [rest of title]

245 $c [statement of responsibility]

is entered verbatim from the book



245 04 The wonderful world of 

horses / $c by Joy Smith.

The 

Wonderful 

World of 

Horses

by Joy Smith

Scholastic     New York

2010



245 Title

What differences DO NOT matter in 245?

Å Absence, presence or difference of 

bracketed information, capitalization, 

diacritics, ellipses, initial articles, 

punctuation, or special characters



Bracketed information

By rule, bracketed information comes from outside 

the chief source of information and can come from 

anywhere!

245 00 Surfing the North Shore of Hawaii / 

[by Ian McQueen].

245 00 Surfing the North Shore of Hawaii.



245 Title

What differences DO NOT matter in 245?

Å Absence, presence or difference in 

expanded forms of abbreviations, 

numerals, etc.



Abbreviations, spelled out 

numerals, etc.

245 00 Cataloging  in your library III

245 00 Cataloging in your library three



245 Title

What differences DO NOT matter in 245?

Å Variation in length resulting from 

judgment of what constitutes title proper 

(difference in placement of subfield ñbò)

Å Variation resulting from difference in 

selection of title proper



Subtitle selection

245 00 Lulu Dark can see through the 

walls : $b a mystery / $c Bennett 

Madison.

245 00 Lulu Dark can see through the 

walls / $c Bennett Madison.

500  ñA mystery.ò



Title selection

Homer

The Odyssey

245 00 Homer, the Odyssey.

245 14 The Odyssey / $c Homer.



245 Title

What differences DO NOT matter in 245?

ÅAbsence or presence of subfield ñbò

ÅAbsence or presence of subfield ñcò

Statements of responsibility may be 

present in 245 $c, field 500, or omitted!



245 $hñGMD (General Material 

Designator, AACR2R 1.1C1)

What differences DO NOT matter in 245?

Å Absence or presence of subfield ñhò

245 Catalogs $h [videorecording].

300 1 videodisc é

245 Catalogs.

300 1 videodisc é



TitleñGMD

A difference in GMD does matter in your 

choice of record, as it usually flags a 

difference in format.

245 Moby Dick $h [videorecording].

245 Moby Dick $h [sound recording].



260ñPublication area

Chief source of information for books: Title page, other 

preliminaries*, colophon

*Title page verso, any pages preceding title page 

and cover



260 $a Place of Publication

260 $a

Some catalogers will use different places on 
the piece regardless of cataloging rules; try 
to match one place. If no place matches, 
look at other fields.

AACRC2 (2.16C) ñif more than one place of 
publication, etc. is found in the item, 
transcribe the first, and optionally, the 
others in the order in which they appear.ò



T.p. reads:

New York   Melbourne   Cambridge

Verso reads: Binghamton, N.Y.

260 $a may be New York or Binghamton, 

N.Y. (or Cambridge if itôs a UK record)



260 $b Publisher

Ignore slight differences in transcription 

for purposes of matching

Book: Putnamôs Sons

Record: Putnam

Book: Wiley-Interscience

Record: Wiley



IMPRINTS

Scholastic

Trade 
Books

Cartwheel 
Books

Orchard 
Books

Scholastic 
Media

Soup2Nuts



What goes in the 260 $b?

260 $b information may contain the parent 

company, the division, or the imprint, 

depending on the training and judgment 

of the cataloger

Usually better to use imprints. They are 

the most unique and helpful for 

identification!



260 $c Dates

Whatôs the difference between a copyright 

date, a publication date, and a printing 

date?



Publication Date= Formal date of 

publication

Published by Wiley in 2007 

1st American edition 1998

Published in Arkana 1999

Prefer date of publication when present.



Copyright Date=Legal date of 

copyright

Copyright 1965

Copyright c1975 by Econ Verlag

c2008

Use this date only when no formal 
publication date is present, or as a 
second date when it differs from 
publication date.



Multiple Copyrights

For multiple copyrights, usually for multiple 

editions, the most recent is applicable to 

your piece

Book: c2008, c2000, c1978

Record: $c c2008.



Printing Date=date of manufacture

Many titles go through multiple printings of 
one edition!

T.p. verso:

2nd ed.

Copyright 1968

Third printing, 1970

Fourth printing, 1971

Fifth printing, 1972

Record: 260 $c c1968.



Printing dates are used as last resort, 

when no other dates are present, or to 

identify rare books.

Multiple printings do not warrant new 

records. If you feel you must identify  

your printing, do it in a note or a 260 $g



260  New York : $b Putnamôs Sons, $c 1925.


