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Tangled Roots :  Icons Engage
·Catalogers

·Reference/Public Service Librarians

·Systems Managers

·Patrons

·Graphic Designers

·Creative Use of the Internet
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·The positively RIGHT way to do this

·The positively ABSOLUTE  best icon 
to use

·The positively ONLY integrated 
library system to implement

·The BEST decision for your library, 
your users, and your material



What We Will Address
·What is an icon?

·Why would you want to use icons in 
your public catalog? 

·What is involved in an icon 
implementation process?

·What makes a good icon?

·Where do great icons come from?



What is an Icon?



What is an Icon?
·from Greek

·ʶʽˁ˖˄

·eikon

·"image" 



What is an Icon?
·a sign or representation that stands 
for its object by virtue of a 
resemblance or analogy to it



-- Massironi

·άŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ 
precisely because they are 
completely stable and unambiguous, 
immediately recognizable, and free 
of interface with other figures or the 
ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘέ



Representational Form     -- Preece

·Resemblance

·Exemplar

·Symbolic

·Arbitrary



Why Use Icons in Your Catalog?



OPACs - Objectives of the Catalog
·IFLA Guidelines for Online Public Access 

Catalogue (OPAC) Displays, 2005
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Importance of finding, 
identifying, selecting and 

obtaining resources

Follow international 
standards


